Create your own ‘religion’!

This assignment may be done individually or in groups of up to 3. If you wish to be part of a group, please post a request in the ‘Looking for group/partnership’ discussion forum.

This assignment has two parts.

PART ONE – the Creation (June 5th)
You are to create your own ‘religion’ – this can literally be anything you want, silly or not, so long as it remains in acceptable taste for an academic classroom environment (i.e., don’t be too graphic or vulgar here, people!). Of course, it shouldn’t be strongly/obviously based on an existing religion – this would miss the point of a creative exercise!

Using the Wiki tool, create at least one page that covers the content outlined below. If you’d prefer to use a different online presentation tool – e.g., a free web-building site, Google Docs, etc. – that’s fine, but you MUST have a ‘skeleton’ Wiki page that at bare minimum contains the name of your religion and mission statement, plus a clear link to your external site.

Here’s what you’ll need to include at minimum:
· name of your ‘religion’
· a brief mission statement, or statement of belief (at least a short paragraph in length)
· a brief paragraph for each of Ninian Smart’s 7 dimensions of religion, outlining the main expression of that dimension in your ‘religion’ (e.g., for the ritual dimension, you could write about the main ritualized activity or activities – maybe a kind of prayer, maybe a dance, maybe watching an episode – that your adherents engage in)

How you present this information is entirely up to you! Be as creative as you’d like; use colours, pictures, GIFs, or even video clips; but you MUST ensure they are public domain (try Wikimedia commons searches, or shutterstock.com, or pond5.com/free, or just do your own search for ‘public domain images’ – or better yet, create your own!). While I don’t expect people to create professional websites, I do at minimum expect some effort to be creative in your content (i.e., even if you don’t have a great eye for creative graphic design, at least express your creativity through your examples).

PART TWO – the Response (June 12th)
(NOTE: even if you worked in a group for the first part, this part must be done individually). Once all of ‘religion’ Wikis have been posted, you’ll have the opportunity to peruse the creations of others. You must visit at least four other Wiki pages (more would be better), and then choose the one you’d be most likely to join.

Write a paragraph (about half a page double-spaced) that lists the names of the ‘religions’ visited and identifies the one you would join, then offer a brief explanation/reflection of what makes it appealing to you.

The purpose of this assignment is to have you think about Ninian Smart’s 7 dimensions of religion in application, along with what may or may not be appealing about religion to people today – also, to have fun.
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